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Choose from versatile options in attractive colours with a range of sizes. 

4739467AA

King Street, Pukekohe.
(09) 238 1544

Soft, light and
beautifully warm

Choose from unique Possum/Merino fashion knitwear available now in a 
stylish range for men and women and guaranteed to warm your winter!

CAMBRIDGE
(07) 827 5184

169 State Highway 1B

HAMILTON
(07) 847 0425
8 Kells Place

PUKEKOHE
(09) 237 0043
Comrie Place

SILVERDALE
(09) 427 9137

17 Flexman Place

info@agrowquip.co.nz        www.agrowquip.co.nz0800 TRACTOR

BOOK NOW FOR 
SATISFACTION LATER!

SAVE TIME AND MONEY
WITH AGROWQUIP

PRE-SEASON TRACTOR PROGRAMME

*10% Parts and labour discount for all repairs in conjunction with Tractor 
Appraisal valid from 1st July to 28th September 2012. Zone travel charge will 
apply to all on farm appraisals.

Full Tractor Appraisal: 

$150 +GST Per Machine

Then receive

10% Off Genuine John Deere

 Parts & Labour*

The champions of tomorrow
eat bread baked today.

Spend $8 and receive 
a FREE Hi-Fibre Lo-GI 
or Chia Omega-3 Loaf
Limit of one per person, per day. Offer valid until 2/8/12.
Must present this voucher. Subject to availability.

No preservatives  
No bleached f lour

No added sugar
No frozen doughs

$399

6 Energiser
Rolls Combo

Buy any 6 Hi-Fibre Lo-GI Rolls
or Chia Omega-3 Rolls for only

New

Many to thank
for his survival

➤ THE FRANKLIN SILVER LINING TRUST
The main objective of the Trust is to provide special breaks to Franklin
families or individuals who are facing adversity.
This may be the result of an accident, bereavement or medical condition
requiring ongoing treatment. The trustees are local people caring for local
families enduring a wide range of hardships.
Nominations are accepted via their website and trustees meet monthly to
create special breaks that match the worthy nominees.
For details go to franklinsilverliningtrust.co.nz

ANOTHER CHANCE: Reon Graham at his Pukekohe home with
granddaughter Bella, 18 months. The Patumahoe rugby coach said
he had been given a ‘‘second bite’’ at life after suffering a cardiac
arrest in April and spending almost two days in a coma.

By RACHEL THOMAS

REON Graham still for-
gets things once in a
while, and admits he’s

still in recovery mode.
‘‘The doctors said it would be

like that for a few months,’’ said
his wife Steph.

During his interview with the
Franklin County News, he asked
for one question to be repeated,
not bad for a man who lost his
short-term memory for 12 days.

On April 26, the Patumahoe
premier rugby coach collapsed
during Thursday night training
and suffered a cardiac arrest.

The arrest would have left
him with a wafer-thin chance of
survival if it wasn’t for a handy
defibrillator at the neighbouring
fire station.

‘‘They say without a defibril-
lator you have less than a 5 per
cent chance of surviving,’’ Reon
said.

Reon has Brett Muirson, a vol-
unteer fireman, and manager of
the Patumahoe premier reserves
to thank for fetching the life-
saving equipment so quickly.

The cardiac arrest happened
out of the blue and doctors still
aren’t sure what caused it.

A second blessing came with
coach and policeman Danny
Hodson being on the scene, who
had just completed a police
refresher course earlier that day
and had re-learned emergency
resuscitation procedures.

His rugby squad and others
gave Reon shocks at the scene,
then an ambulance took him to
Middlemore Hospital, where he
was shocked twice again. It was
18 minutes before he was
breathing properly.

‘‘I’ve definitely been given a
second bite,’’ the coach said.

Steph said her husband had
no memory of the whole day.

‘‘He got up that morning and
went to work and everything
was normal, then he went to
rugby training.

‘‘The boys said he was just
jogging with them and they
thought he’d just tripped over
and fallen on the ground.’’

Reon spent a day and a half in
coma, while doctors warned his
wife and three daughters, Mar-
isa, Bailee and Mia, he may
never be the same.

‘‘They were concerned about
brain damage. They said he’ll
either wake up and ask what
happened at training, or he’ll
wake up and his memory will be
a bit muddled, or he won’t wake
up,’’ Steph said.

She said when he did wake up
on the Saturday, it was like a
scene from the film 50 First
Dates, as his short-term memory
would only last about 10
minutes for the first 12 days of
his recovery.

‘‘We ended up putting signs
around the room telling him
what happened,’’ she said.

Reon’s memory gradually
improved, though he lost 8kg in
hospital and has been away from
his job as a sales director at EMI
Music for almost three months.

Open-heart surgery in May
gave him a mechanical heart
valve and a defibrillator in his
chest so if an arrest happens
again, he’ll automatically get a
shock.

The children, and Marisa’s
fiancee Jonny Wilkinson, who
lives with the Grahams have
been strong throughout the
ordeal, Steph said.

‘‘He had tubes all over him
and ice all around his head. For
the girls to see their dad like
that was pretty awful.’’

So it was a happy day when

Franklin Silver Lining Trust
called and offered the couple an
evening at Castaways in Kari-
oitahi Beach, though after mem-
ory loss and six weeks in hos-
pital, Reon admitted his wife
appreciated a break the most.

‘‘I had only been out of hos-
pital about a week but I wanted
to do it for Steph because she
had been doing everything on
her own. While I was laying in a
hospital bed she had to make
sure the family was still run-
ning.’’

The couple were given dinner
at Agave, a night’s accommo-
dation and a breakfast; all taken
care of by the trust. They also
have a massage to enjoy once
Reon can lay on his stomach.

‘‘We’ve been to Franklin Silver
Lining Trust fundraisers before.
You go along and support it but
you never think it will happen to
you.’’

‘‘You don’t ever think you’ll be
a recipient,’’ added Steph.

The couple have been over-
whelmed by support and said
they’d love to name each person
who helped save Reon on April
26, as well as those who have
provided food, love and encour-
agement. ‘‘The support has been
unreal – we want to thank
everybody but we don’t want to
miss anybody out.’’


